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Expression of Interest to Participate in the
First Worldwide UNEP Intercalibration Study on Persistent Organic Pollutants
1 January 2009 to 30 November 2010
The importance of accurate results in the analysis of persistent organic pollutants (POPs) in order to make data acceptable and comparable between laboratories, is one of the prerequisites for reporting under the Stockholm Convention and for decision making elsewhere.  With respect to the Stockholm Convention, the needs for POPs analysis arise for the Global POPs Monitoring Plan under the effectiveness evaluation, the performance levels for PCDD/PCDF associated with the application of best available techniques in a number of source categories, and the provisional definition of the low POP content in waste.

The global UNEP/GEF project on “Assessment of Existing Capacity and Capacity Building Needs to Analyse Persistent Organic Pollutants in Developing Countries” has concluded that POPs laboratories should successfully participate in international interlaboratory comparison studies in relevant matrices at least every three years, preferentially annually.  Starting in February 2009, UNEP/DTIE Chemicals Branch is organizing the First Worldwide UNEP Intercalibration Study on Persistent Organic Pollutants.  The intercalibration study is open to all laboratories that are registered in UNEP’s POPs Laboratory Databank (http://212.203.125.2/databank/Laboratory/Search.aspx where necessary, please update your information); new registrations are welcome (questionnaires for updating existing information or for new registration are available from http://www.chem.unep.ch/Pops/laboratory/default.htm).  The intercalibration samples will be provided through IVM, VU Amsterdam, the Netherlands for basic POPs and MTM Centre, Örebro University, Sweden for dioxin-like POPs.

Participation in the 1st Worldwide UNEP Intercalibration Study on POPs is free-of-charge for eligible developing country laboratories participating in regional UNEP-coordinated GEF or SAICM QSP projects (for details, see http://www.chem.unep.ch/pops/GMP/default.htm and click on regions).  Laboratories from developed countries or from developing countries not included in these projects can participate at their own costs (to cover materials, shipment of intercalibration samples, and handling fees).

With this form, UNEP Chemicals is inviting POPs laboratories worldwide to express their interest to participate in the First Worldwide UNEP Intercalibration Study on POPs.  Kindly return the filled form (below) to Dr. Heidelore FIEDLER at heidelore.fiedler@unep.org to express your interest in participating in the study and to detail your preferred participation as soon as possible but not later than 31 March 2010.
	Name of Laboratory:
	
	E-mail:
	 

	Contact Person:
	
	 
	 

	Address:*
	
	 
	 

	 
	
	Phone:
	 

	Postal Code:
	
	
	 

	City:
	
	Fax:
	 

	Country:
	 
	 
	 

	*Shipment address
	
	
	

	My laboratory is interested in analyzing the following matrices and POPs and provide the analytical results according to the reporting scheme and timetable (analysis within ca. 8 weeks after receipt):

	Matrix of Inter-calibration Sample 
	Persistent Organic Pollutant
	Instrumentation (Indicative: ECD, LRMS, HRMS)

	Standard Solution
	Pesticides  FORMCHECKBOX 

	PCB7  FORMCHECKBOX 

	PCDD/PCDF  FORMCHECKBOX 

	dl-PCB  FORMCHECKBOX 

	     ,      

	Soil/Sediment
	Pesticides  FORMCHECKBOX 

	PCB7  FORMCHECKBOX 

	PCDD/PCDF  FORMCHECKBOX 

	dl-PCB  FORMCHECKBOX 

	     ,      

	Fly Ash
	Pesticides  FORMCHECKBOX 

	PCB7  FORMCHECKBOX 

	PCDD/PCDF  FORMCHECKBOX 

	dl-PCB  FORMCHECKBOX 

	     ,      

	Fish
	Pesticides  FORMCHECKBOX 

	PCB7  FORMCHECKBOX 

	PCDD/PCDF  FORMCHECKBOX 

	dl-PCB  FORMCHECKBOX 

	     ,      

	Mother’s Milk
	Pesticides  FORMCHECKBOX 

	PCB7  FORMCHECKBOX 

	PCDD/PCDF  FORMCHECKBOX 

	dl-PCB  FORMCHECKBOX 

	     ,      


