
     Panama City, Panama, Jun 13, 2009 
 
 
Mr. Per Bakken 
Head, UNEP Chemicals 
Mercury Programme 
11-13, chemin des Anémones 
CH-1219 Châtelaine 
Geneva, Switzerland 
E-mail: mercury@chemicals.unep.ch 
 
Dear Mr. Bakken: 
 
As a environmental artist since 2003, I had devoted my self to communicate through my art work relevant 
issues regarding endangered species, climate change, deforestation and ecosystem & biodiversity lost, and 
more recently food & energy security promoting sustainable agro business. 
 
Since 2008, I became cofounders of the Zero Pollution Alliance, helping implement Corporate Social 
Responsibility projects orient it to reduce, reuse, and recycle or elimination of at least 10 dangerous 
pollutants from our environment. As the first pollutant, we considered the voluntary reduction of grocery 
bags or non reusable plastic bags, as is happening around the world. We set a goal to reach in 12 months 20 
thousand reusable bags and to be distributed among customers and employees of large supermarkets chains 
as stepping stones for bigger programs inside supermarkets and grocery stores, among others, in the 
republic of Panama. We had already achieved 90% of our goal and in the first year we created awareness 
among big users to change habits.  
 
The next important pollutant is mercury-contained products, electrical products as well in medical 
instrument and dental amalgam. We just started to create awareness of the program and the impacts of 
mercury containing products on the environment & human health among the public.  
 
This year we will start a project denominated “Mision Mercurio Cero” to reach at least 20,000 
locations/persons in the province of Panama and collect 8 tones of mercury containing products or 200 kg 
of mercury in used batteries, thermometer, electric & medical instruments and dental amalgam in the next 
12 months and create temporary warehousing, neutralize & cementation and rehabilitate a contaminated 
site in Panama as part of a public art project designed by me.  We just started the program in June 5, 2009 
celebrating the Environment World Day. 
 
I look forward to be a positive partner of the Global Mercury Program as well as in other present and future 
programs regarding reduction of toxic pollutants in the world. 
 
Best Regards, 
Maria Gabriela Batista Rivera 
Environmental Visual Artist 



 

 

UNEP GLOBAL MERCURY PARTNERSHIP 
 

INFORMATION ON BECOMING A PARTNER 
  

 
This information sheet is intended to provide an overview of the United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP) Global Mercury Partnership for prospective partners. Further information is available at the 
following web address: http://www.chem.unep.ch/mercury/default.htm 
 

What is the UNEP Global Mercury Partnership? 
 
 

The UNEP Global Mercury Partnership is a voluntary 
and collaborative relationship amongst various parties, 
governmental, non-governmental, public and private, 
in which all participants agree to work together in a 
systematic way to achieve the goal of the UNEP 
Global Mercury Partnership. 
 
The UNEP Global Mercury Partnership complements 
and supports the implementation of UNEP Governing 
Council Decision 24/3. 

 

As of June 2008, the following partnership areas have 
been initiated:  
• artisanal and small scale gold mining; 
• mercury cell chlor alkali production; 
• mercury air transport and fate research; 
• mercury in products; 
• mercury releases from coal combustion; and 
• mercury waste management.   

Other partnership areas are in the process of being 
considered and initiated. 

 
 

What is the Overall Goal of the UNEP Global Mercury Partnership? 
 
 

The overall goal of the UNEP Global Mercury 
Partnership is to protect human health and the global 
environment from the release of mercury and its  

 

compounds by minimizing and, where feasible, 
ultimately eliminating global, anthropogenic mercury 
releases to air, water and land.  

 
What does joining the UNEP Global Mercury Partnership  

mean for prospective partners? 
 
 

• Supporting the overall goal of the Partnership. 
• Contributing resources or expertise to the 

development and implementation of partnership 
activities. 

 

• Networking with other 
organizations/agencies/individuals addressing 
mercury issues.   

 
How does an organization join the UNEP Global Mercury Partnership? 

 
 

To become a partner, interested entities or individuals should submit a letter to UNEP signifying their support 
for the UNEP Global Mercury Partnership and their commitment to achieving its goal, and specifying how they 
will contribute to meeting the goal of the UNEP Global Mercury Partnership.   
Such letters should be submitted to:  
 

Head, UNEP Chemicals Branch, DTIE 
11-13, chemin des Anémones 

CH-1219 Châtelaine  -  Geneva, Switzerland 
Fax: (+41 22) 797 3460 

E-mail: mercury@chemicals.unep.ch 
 

In submitting this letter, UNEP asks partners to also complete the attached registration form.  Participation to  
the UNEP Global Mercury Partnership will be confirmed by UNEP through a letter of confirmation. 

Your letter of support will be posted on the UNEP Chemicals web site. 



 

   Panamá, February 8, 2010 
 
Mr.  
Michael Bender 
Zero Mercury Partnership 
Supply and Storage Area 
UNEP Global Mercury Partnership 
 
 
Dear Mr. Bender:   
Since 2009 I had been partner of the Global Mercury Partnership in the mercury waste management 
area. Since June 5, 2009 I joined a regional program as creative director & spokesperson named Zero 
Mercury Mission.  
 
Actually I’m designer and director of all the creative workshops for kids and had reached at least 300 kids 
in the first 10 workshops in 3 months, with much more kids coming in the next school season (march-
December 2010). On top of that I´m designing artistic ways to store, neutralize and dispose wasted 
batteries and other mercury containing products collected in our programs.  
 
I`m interest it in be part of the supply and storage area, to learn, propose and share ideas and projects on 
mercury containing product`s final disposition as art work and squares for civic use. 
 
I look forward for your response and to give me the opportunity to present artistic solutions and initiatives 
for local as well as global mercury containing product`s relate it problems as an alternative model. 
 
 
Please have a nice day. 
 
 
Gabriela Batista Rivera 
Environmental Visual Artist 
 
Tel: +507 399-0404 
Cel.: +507 6690-9410 
 
Panamá, Rep. De Panamá 

 
 



Partnership Area Please check partnership areas that your organization intends to contribute to: 
 

 artisanal and small scale gold mining 
 mercury cell chlor alkali production 
 mercury air transport and fate research 
 mercury in products 
 mercury releases from coal combustion  
 mercury waste management 

X   mercury supply & Storage 
 
Please indicate in your support letter how your organization intends to contribute to 
each of the indicated partnership areas. 

 
 

Organization Name Environmental Visual Artist 
  

Name, Functional 
Title of Representative 

Maria Gabriela Batista Rivera 

  

Address of 
Organization 

 
Calle 21/2 Parque Lefevre, Edificio Rosina No. 6 

  

Tel. No (507) 399-04 01  (507) 6690-9410 
  

Email mbatista_rivera@hotmail.com 
  

Fax No.  
  

Website/URL  
  

Type of Organization  Government 
 Regional economic integration organization 
 Non-government Organization 
 Industry 
 Scientific community 

X Other, please specify:   __Environmental Visual Artist___ 

  
 

* UNEP Global Mercury Partnership Registration Forms are to be accompanied by a letter to UNEP 
signifying support for the UNEP Global Mercury Partnership and commitment to achieving the 
partnership goal. 
The support letter should specify how the organization intends to contribute to meeting the goal of the 
UNEP Global Mercury Partnership. Please submit the support letter and registration form to: 
 



 

 

UNEP GLOBAL MERCURY PARTNERSHIP  
REGISTRATION FORM * 

 

 
Partnership Area 
    

Please check partnership areas that your organization intends to contribute to: 
 

 artisanal and small scale gold mining 
 mercury cell chlor alkali production 
 mercury air transport and fate research 
 mercury in products 
 mercury releases from coal combustion  

x mercury waste management 
 
Please indicate in your support letter how your organization intends to 
contribute to each of the indicated partnership areas. 

 
 

Organization Name Environmental Visual artist 
  

Name,  
Functional Title of 
Representative  

Maria Gabriela Batista Rivera 
Creative Director, cultural promoter, environmental visual artist. 

  

Address of  
Organization  

 
Ave. De los Periodistas, Casa No. 17, Urb. Los Angeles, Panama city, Panama 

  

Tel. No 507 (399-0401) 
  

Email mbatista_rivera@hotmail.com  
  

Fax No.  
  

Website/URL www.gabrielabatista.com  
  

Type of Organization  Government 
 Regional economic integration organization 
 Non-government Organization 
 Industry 
 Scientific community 

X Other, please specify:   ___Environmental Art promotion_____ 
 

* UNEP Global Mercury Partnership Registration Forms are to be accompanied by a letter to UNEP signifying 
support for the UNEP Global Mercury Partnership and commitment to achieving the partnership goal. 
The support letter should specify how the organization intends to contribute to meeting the goal of the UNEP 
Global Mercury Partnership. Please submit the support letter and registration form to: 

 
 
 

Head, UNEP Chemicals Branch, DTIE 
11-13, chemin des Anémones 

CH-1219 Châtelaine  -  Geneva, Switzerland 
Fax: (+41 22) 797 3460 

E-mail: mercury@chemicals.unep.ch 
 


