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Dubai will provide a dynamic and inspiring setting for the International Conference on Chemicals Management
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Hotels and Visas for Dubai

The United Arab Emirates Government and the Zayed Prize for
the Environment, hosts of the UNEP Governing Council and asso-
ciated meetings, including the ICCM, have created a website to fa-
cilitate the travel arrangements of participants. The website provides
information and booking facilities for hotels and visas. Participants
are encouraged to use this website and make travel arrangements as
early as possible. Please visit: www.gcssdubai.com

From 14 to 16 September 2005, more than
150 Heads of State and Government gath-
ered in New York during the 2005 World
Summit to follow-up on the outcomes of
the Millennium Summit. Among other en-
vironmental challenges, chemicals were ad-
dressed by the final Outcome of the Sum-
mit. In section 56 k), Heads of State and
Government, in pursuance of their com-
mitment to achieve sustainable develop-
ment, further resolved: “To promote the
sound management of chemicals and haz-
ardous wastes throughout their life cycle, in
The 2005 World Summit Opening accordance with Agenda 21 and the Johan-
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The United Arab Emirates has an old tradition of trade and hospitality

World leaders endorse SAICM

nesburg Plan of Implementation, aiming to
achieve that by 2020 chemicals are used and
produced in ways that lead to the minimiza-
tion of significant adverse effects on human
health and the environment using transpar-
ent and science-based risk assessment and
risk management procedures, by adopting
and implementing a voluntary strategic ap-
proach to international management of
chemicals, and to support developing coun-
tries in strengthening their capacity for the
sound management of chemicals and hazard-
ous wastes by providing technical and finan-
cial assistance, as appropriate;”.

The Strategic Approach has also received the endorsement of high-level regional environmental fora. In June 2004, at the 10th regular ses-
sion of African Ministerial Conference on the Environment, African Ministers committed themselves to further prioritize and draw synet-
gies from SAICM. In November 2005, the Fifteenth Forum of Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean decided, zuzer
alia, to support the SAICM process, ensuring that it includes the participation of all sectors involved and that it includes the necessary
means to guarantee implementation. The Council of the European Union adopted in December 2005 conclusions confirming strong sup-
port for the development of the Strategic Approach and encouraging all participants to engage constructively and to finalise SAICM for
adoption at the ICCM. At its 17th Session in December 2005, the Council of Arab Ministers responsible for the Environment adopted the
Cairo Declaration, stressing the promotion of the development of SAICM as an effective and efficient approach towards the sound man-

agement of chemicals. See: www.chem.unep.ch/saicm/positions/positions.htm

Valued at one million US$, the United Arab
Emirates” Zayed International Prize for the
Environment is the world’s largest and most
valuable environmental prize. In December
2005, the Zayed Prize jury decided to re-
ward United Nations Secretary-General
Kofi Annan for his personal leadership in
sustainable development, supporting United
Nations environmental initiatives that have

spurred collective action. The 1,360 scien-
tists whose research contributed to the Mil-
lennium Ecosystem Assessment, as well as

For more information, please
contact the SAICM Secretariat

activists from Trinidad and Indonesia, were

. also honoured. This biennial Prize was es-
c¢/o UNEP Chemicals

Kofi Annan given Zayed Prize for the Environment

tablished in 1999 to recognize and encour-
age environmental achievements in line with
the vision of H.H. Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan
Al Nahyan, the late UAE President. The
Zayed Prize is also the local organiser and
host of the ICCM, the Governing Council
of UNEP and the Global Civil Society Fo-
rum. On Monday 6 February 2006, follow-
ing the ICCM, the Zayed Prize Award Cere-
mony will take place under the patronage of
Zayed Prize Founder and Patron H.H. Gen-
eral Sheikh Mohammad Bin Rashid Al Mak-
toum, Crown Prince of Dubai and UAE De-
fence Minister. See: www.zayedprize.org.ac

International Environment House

11-13, chemin des Anémones UNEP Governing Council meeting in Dubai

CH-1219 Chatelaine

. Immediately after the ICCM, the ninth spe-
Geneva, Switzetland

cial session of UNEP’s Governing Council/
Global Ministerial Environment Forum will

Phone: (+41 22) 917 12 34 take place at the Dubai International Con-
Fax:  (+41 22) 797 34 60 vention Centre, from 7 to 9 February 2006.
Email: saicm@chemicals.unep.ch The ministerial-level consultations will focus

Web: www.chem.unep.ch/saicm on energy and environment; tourism and the

environment; and chemicals management.
SAICM will be considered by Governments
during the meeting for possible endorse-
ment on behalf of UNEP. The announce-
ment, registration form and other meeting
details can be found on the Governing
Council website: www.unep.org/gc/gcss-ix/.



