Africa Stockpiles Programme (ASP) Launch/Update: 2-3 pm, Saturday,4 February, 2006.
In the latter half of 2005, the World Bank, GEF, and FAO authorities formally approved the first operational phase of the ASP. The project, now operational, is an innovative, multi-partner initiative that shows how Stockholm POPs, Rotterdam PIC, and the Basel conventions, among other relevant agreements, can deliver on-the ground actions that make a significant contribution to sustainable development in Africa.  With close to $60 million available for cleanup and prevention projects, 7 countries have been prioritized for action in this first phase (Ethiopia, Mali, Morocco, Nigeria, South Africa, Tanzania, and Tunisia). Inventories, safeguarding, and disposal operations are beginning to take place, as part of a broader effort to assist an additional group of 8-10 countries for similar work in the second phase.  Several ASP country, regional, and international partners will provide an overview of activities underway and planned, and they would be delighted if you can join them for this 60-minute session. (See www.africastockpiles.org for additional ASP information.)

